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VERVE AND SYNERGY — RE-MERGER 

173. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier re-merge Verve and Synergy before the next election; and, if 
so, will he guarantee lower prices as a consequence?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
If we re-merge it; we may do something else — 

Mr M. McGowan: It is a straightforward question. I have asked you a question; don’t say “if”—are you doing it 
or not?  
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not going to answer as to what a government may or may not do, because the 
government will make its decisions on its own terms.  

Mr M. McGowan: It’s only Parliament! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not going to do it. What I am trying to do is explain—but I am obviously wasting my 
time—two catastrophic errors made by the former government that have left this state with a massive deficit.  

That is before government now. We are looking at it. It is interesting that the Labor Party in here is advocating 
for some of the big energy generators and not for the mums and dads and small businesses, because they are the 
ones who have suffered. Look at the energy system today. Apart from the deficit left by the former government, 
and the cost increases that we had to impose after its disastrous management, what has happened? Griffin Energy 
went into liquidation. The generators, Bluewater, are tilting like that, and other problems —  

Mr F.M. Logan: Borrowing problems. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Not borrowing problems—mismanagement of the energy sector.  

Mr F.M. Logan: No, it was not!   

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This government will address — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, this clown over here — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I formally call you to order for the second time today. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The Premier used an unparliamentary term and I request that he withdraw it.  

The SPEAKER: Premier, I did not hear what the term might have been, but if you did so, I request you 
withdraw it. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I certainly did call the member a clown, and I withdraw it.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The most simple proposition in all of this, if the objective is to stabilise and hold, even 
reduce, electricity prices—which is probably a lost cause now—is that we cannot do that unless the cost of 
production is addressed. At no stage did the former Labor government’s policy address the cost of production. In 
fact, it added tens of millions of dollars to the cost of production.  

The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 

Tabling of Paper 
Mr J.N. HYDE: During brief ministerial statements, the Minister for Local Government announced the 
completion of the review of the general purposes grant but failed to table the report. I ask that the report be 
tabled.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, just for clarification, I do not believe there was any indication that a report 
was to be tabled, but I will follow that up on your behalf.  
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